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RESEARCH GOALS:  One primary goal of our research is to investigate and improve musculoskeletal 
education at various levels.  Much of our research focuses on the ultimate goal of improving patient care. 
 
RESEARCH  SUMMARY AND SIGNIFICANCE:  In the United States, musculoskeletal complaints are 
the second leading cause of emergency room visits. Despite the prevalence and societal burden of 
musculoskeletal diseases and conditions, musculoskeletal education has been noted to be deficient at all 
levels of medical training.  We have investigated orthopaedic education at the resident level and continue to 
work in this area.  In addition, we plan to evaluate and propose measures to improve musculoskeletal 
education in nonorthopaedic resident training. 
 
Further, the hand division is planning a prospective study of open carpal tunnel release with and without 
closure of the palmar fascia to the transverse carpal ligament 
 
CURRENT PROJECTS: 

1. Fracture reduction and splinting technique of residents for distal radius fractures. 
2. Emergency Medicine musculoskeletal education study. 
3. Development of education modules (in planning stage). 
4. Prospective evaluation of open carpal tunnel release with and without closure of palmar fascia to 

transverse carpal ligament (in planning stage). 
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